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CENTURY SENTINEL

______________________________________________________

VOLUME 37, NO. 2 SUMMER 2022

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
David L. Belcher, Command Sergeant Major, Retired
By the time you are reading this, we will be about two months from our 41st Annual Association of the Century
meeting in Bowling Green, KY on 26 – 28 August 2022. Planning is near completion for a weekend we believe
will be memorable for all who attend. In this edition of the Century Sentinel, you will find registration and
event information, as well as registration materials.
You will be pleased to know we are in the final stages of completely rebuilding the AOC website (thecentury.org). We have addressed the AOC conference registration problems associated with the PayPal
interface as well as a complete make-over of the site. You will find it more up-to-date and easier to navigate. By
late June we anticipate the site to be fully functional. I encourage you to utilize it for your AOC registration
process. Of course, if you prefer, you can still use the paper copy and mail in your forms (attached in this
newsletter).
If you have not yet made your hotel reservation, I strongly urge you to do that now. Did I mention we have
managed to wrangle a rate below $100? The hotel information is as:
Holiday Inn University Plaza
1021 Wilkinson Trace
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42103
270.745-0088
We have made a host of changes to the format of this year’s program to allow you more time to enjoy the
Bowling Green’s attractions. We will start the weekend events on Friday evening with a Kickoff Kickback
dinner. On Saturday, after breakfast, we will conduct our annual members meeting at 0900. As there will be no
luncheon on Saturday, you will have ample time to partake in other activities and socialize with friends.
We have arranged for a tour of the National Corvette Museum at a cost of $10.00/person. You will find details
listed on the registration form elsewhere in this newsletter. You must pre-register and pay in advance for this
event. Your payment includes transportation to and from the museum as well as admission to the museum.
If the Corvette Museum is not on your agenda, we have arranged with the hotel to provide shuttle service to
and from the Mint Gaming Hall in Bowling Green. The Mint Gaming Hall is just short distance from the hotel,
and is a wonderful place to relax, enjoy your favorite beverages, wager on the horses, or try your luck at their
100’s of gaming machines. The Mint is one of our corporate sponsors this year and they are looking forward to
seeing Soldiers from the Century Division!
Later Saturday afternoon, we have arranged with a national distillery to host a bourbon tasting event. This event
will take place at the Hotel, prior to dinner, and should be quite the affair!
Our Saturday will conclude with our main Saturday evening dinner banquet and entertainment show. Scheduled
as our after-dinner program are two famous Country Music Hall of Fame songwriters Even Stevens and Wynn
Varble. Both have written top hits for Nashville recording artist. They will be performing their hits and
entraining you with their classic banter.
We will conclude Saturday evening with our annual raffle and auction to help raise funds to help support the
AOC and its scholarship program. Without your participation in both the donation of items and bidding on
items, we would not be able to provide the level of support to these programs that we currently enjoy
I am looking forward to seeing each of you in August in Bowling Green!

Volume 37, No. 2

VISIT US ONLINE: www.the-century.org

Summer 2022

PERPETUATING THE EXCELLENCE OF THE 100TH DIVISION

Page |2

THE CHAIRMAN’S FOXHOLE
MG Bill Barron, USA, Retired
Last year you came, you saw and experienced a great time in Bowling Green, Kentucky. Our connections in
Bowling Green are just too strong to let it pass without giving it one more chance so here goes! You know
room rates are always a big item so we have once again managed to come up with a $99 plus tax rate which
includes breakfast of course. For Friday evening, plans remain the same as last year with a casual cook out for
all attendees. Where you will find an enjoyable difference is on Saturday morning – there is NO business
luncheon. It is now a one-hour business meeting in the morning at 9:00 am and that is all for the day. Please
feel free to go wherever you wish and do whatever you please during the day on Saturday. Please do note that
we have planned a visit to the Corvette Museum for those interested in automobiles and another tour to the Mint
Gaming Hall, home of one of our newest Reunion sponsors and only a four-minute drive from the hotel. Don’t
worry, transportation to and from the Corvette Museum will be provided by coaches and transportation to the
Mint will be by our hotel shuttle service. And don’t forget to make it back to the hotel for a late afternoon
bourbon tasting experience. The Saturday night banquet will be alive with two Country Music entertainers and
of course our widely known World-Famous Auction and Raffle. Bottom line, we have made changes and we
listened to you and what you wanted to do so come and enjoy. Take time to reach out to an old friend that you
have not seen in a while. Ask them to come along and be a part of the 41st Reunion of the Association of the
Century. You will be glad you did.
MG Barron

WE TAKE CARE OF THE MOST
IMPORTANT COMMUNITY
RESOURCE OF ALL: PEOPLE
HEALTHY PEOPLE = A VIBRANT, PRODUCTIVE HARDIN
COUNTY. At Baptist Health Hardin, we’re committed
to providing high-quality healthcare aimed at helping
everyone in our community get well and stay well.

Corbin | Floyd | Hardin | La Grange | Lexington | Louisville | Madisonville | Paducah | Richmond

BaptistHealth.com
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Holiday Inn University Plaza-Bowling Green
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2022 REUNION IS GOING TO BE A HOOT
Col Bob Cobb
Greetings Soldiers of The Century — Past and Present!
Our 41st Reunion date is rapidly approaching, and President CSM Belecher has put together what
is going to be a terrific AOC Reunion weekend. Here is a brief rundown of what you need to
know and what to expect:
REUNION REGISTRATION. We encourage you to use our AOC website for registration
pending its launch later this month (we have contracted for the redesign of our website and
anticipate it being ready on 27 June.). As an alternative, you may simply fill out the registration
form in this newsletter and return them to the address indicated. The last date to register for the
Reunion is 18 August. We will place all first-time attendees’ names into a drawing for an
incredible door prize.
A GREAT HOTEL AND FUN FILLED WEEKEND. Our
2022 AOC reunion will be at the Holiday Inn University Plaza
in Bowling Green. Our hotel package includes a full hot & cold
breakfast buffet with chef prepared items to order. The hotel is a
full-service property featuring a fitness center, indoor pool,
business center, kid friendly, pets allowed, bar, and
complimentary Wi-Fi.
HOTEL BOOKING: To book your hotel room, simply call the hotel directly at 270-745-0088,
and mention the block code AOC. Our room rate is $99 per night plus tax (and that includes
breakfast). The dates for our Reunion are Friday-Sunday (26-28 August). Join the crowd on
Friday evening and enjoy our social hour and reunion casual kick-off patio dinner. It was an
enormous success last year—so we have brought it back again.
FRIDAY EVENING KICK-OFF PATIO SOCIAL. Because we had such great feedback on
this even last year, we are doing it all over again. Join your fellow Century Soldiers on Friday
evening for our informal “Kick-Back” patio social. It takes place on the hotel patio garden with
relaxing conversation and great food. Mix with your old friends and make new ones. This casual
laid-back event serves to kick-start our weekend and will set the tone for our 2022 Reunion.
SATURDAY SCHEDULE. We have significantly changed our Saturday schedule. Here is a
quick summary:
Ø There will be no business luncheon. Lunch on your own.
Ø Our business meeting time will be 0900. It should last about 1 hour. Here you will
receive highlights of this year’s accomplishments and have an opportunity to meet
and interact with your AOC Board.
Ø You will most of Saturday free to relax and enjoy your weekend. Here are a few
things we have planned:
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•

MINT GAMING HALL. Visit the Mint Gaming Hall, one of our Reunion
corporate sponsors. The Mint will be welcoming AOC Members to their new
Bowling Green facility. The Mint Hall has an excellent restaurant and bar to
relax and enjoy your afternoon. They offer live horse race wagering and
gaming machines for your enjoyment. All of this awaits you in a smoke free
environment. The hotel will offer free shuttle service to and from the Mint.
Should you want to drive to the Mint it is only 4 minutes from the hotel and
adjacent to the Greenwood Mall. Look for a strip map in your welcome
packet. Just like a night in Las Vegas.

•

CORVETTE MUSEUM. A tour of the Corvette Museum (pre-registration
required). Gather in the hotel lobby at 1100 where coaches will take you to the
National Corvette Museum. The tour will last about 2 hours. The museum has
a small cafeteria should you want to eat there.

•

AVIATION HERITAGE PARK. If you care to venture a bit further out,
visit the Bowling Green Aviation Heritage Park. It is a must-see free exhibit
for those interested in military aircraft. The park features a Phantom 550, a
Lockheed Shooting Star, a Piper J-3 Cub, a T38 Talon, a Sikorsky Sea King
just to mention a few of the aircraft on display. Only ten minutes from the
hotel, it is a terrific way to see the aircraft that made history. Check your
welcome packet for directions to this and other attractions close by.

LATE AFTERNOON EVENT: BOURBON TASTING. Our late afternoon even will be a
Bourbon Tasting in one of the hotel meeting spaces. This is a follow up to our Wine tasting event
last year.
SATURDAY EVENING DINNER. Our Saturday afternoon events lead us to what will be a
fun-filled and entertaining evening. We will be offering a plated dinner rather than a buffet this
year. After dinner, we have two Country Music Hall of Fame Artist entertaining us with their hit
songs and comedic banter. Saturday evening will conclude with our “World Famous Raffle and
Auction.”
If you have never attended an AOC reunion, consider this one. If you have attended before, be
ready for new and exciting changes – significant changes—we listened to what you want. Tell
your friends and encourage them to join us! Better yet, bring them along! Ask someone who has
never attended. See what we have planned. I am confident we will see yet another record number
of AOC members make the trek to Bowling Green for this 41st Reunion. It is going to be a hoot.
Now, get to the phone, make your hotel reservation, and get registered—before you forget.
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THE ASSOCIATION OF THE CENTURY
41st ANNUAL REUNION
PRICING AND HOTEL INFORMATION

Aaaaa

BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY
Name:
AUGUST 26-28, 2022 By:

Gifts in Memoriam:
2nd Donation

Reunion Pricing

COL Byron Crawford
MG David L Evans ($800)
MG Roy C. Gray, Jr ($397)
COL Anthony E. Martin ($500)

Anonymous
Patricia S. Evans
Roy Gray, III
Elmo Martin

Registration Fee (E6 and Above Only)

Fee Includes Spouse/Guest Registration
ALL Attendees (E6 And Above) Must Pay Reunion Registration Fee……… $15.00

Friday Evening Kickback - Kickoff Patio Party
Nacho Bar, Hamburger Sliders, Chips, Veggies, Cookies, Soft Drinks …. $28.00 ea
Saturday Corvette Museum
Transportation by bus furnished by AOC………………………………………. $10.00 ea

Saturday Evening Dinner Banquet (Plated Dinner)
Salad, Chicken Wellington and savory vegetable duxelles wrapped
in flaky puff pastry with roasted pepper hollandaise, dessert ................ $42.00 ea

Hotel Reservations

•

The AOC 41st Annual Reunion will take place at the Holiday Inn University Plaza In
Bowling Green Kentucky (1021 Wilkinson Trace Road) on 26-28 August 2022. Our
reunion kicks off with a Friday evening Patio Party and Concludes with our Saturday
evening Banquet.

•

Reunion Room Rate is $99 per night (Plus Tax). This rate includes a complimentary hot
breakfast buffet.

•

To Make Hotel Reservations:
Register directly by phone by calling (270)745-0088. Be sure to mention the
Block code AOC to ensure you get our low reunion rate

Hotel Reservations MUST BE MADE NLT 1 AUGUST 2022
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THE ASSOCIATION OF THE CENTURY

deployed to both Afghanistan in Operation Enduring Freedom) and Iraq (Operation Iraqi
41st ANNUAL REUNION
Freedom).

REGISTRATION FORM

“On Veteran’s Day our nation stops in silence
to pay tributeGREEN,
to heroes who
don’t see themselves
BOWLING
KENTUCKY
as heroes,” Wertzler said. “The veterans who wrote aAUGUST
blank check26-28,
made payable
2022 to America for
up to and including their life.” Wertzler noted how many veterans served tour after our in distant
and dangerous places “to give others a chance for a better life” and who “left the safety of
Reunion
sovereign
soil to Registration
fight tyrants.”
Please Print All Information
“To be born free is an accident,” Wertzler said. “To live free, a privilege and to die free a
Name:
______________________________________________________________
responsibility. These veterans
were dedicated to a cause far greater than themselves.”
Spouse/Guest Name:
______________________________________________________________
Wertzler said that every soldier, from private to general, lives their lives by the same code of
Your
Rank/Grade:
_________
Branch:
Retired
loyalty,
duty, respect, selfless
service, honor
and _______
integrity. Check One: Active
Last Unit Assigned:
_____________________________________________________________
“Freedom is not free,” he noted. “Don’t just say thank you to a veteran. Let your words bring
Street
_____________________________________________________________
forthAddress:
action.”
City:
_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie McCarty, along with Air Traffic Control Senior Chief Petty Officer Tommy Zottman
State:
_______ Legion
Zip: ________
Phone: Stanley
(____) ____
with VFW Post 5910 and American
Post 49 Commander
Gaddie____________
then
participated
in
the
Presentation
of
the
Wreath
in
honor
of
McCarty’s
father.
Email:
_____________________________________
AreMembers
You AnofAOC
Member?
(Check
One):
Yes while the
NoMarion County High
the Marion
County
Jr. ROTC
presented the colors
School
Band
provided
music.
The Marion
County
Veterans
Is This
Your
FIRST
AOC
Reunion
(Check
One):
YesHonor Guard
No participated in the
Retirement of the Colors along with the ROTC. Lebanon Mayor Gary Crenshaw and Marion
To County
help usJudge
withExecutive
logistics,
will Daugherty
you be attending
free events?
David
were also these
on hand.
Ø The Corvette Museum Tour (Check One):
Yes
No
Ø The Bourbon Tasting (Check One):

Yes

No

Events & Payment

ü Reunion Registration Fee E6 & Above (Includes Spouse)
ü Friday Evening Kickback - Kickoff Patio Party

15.00

..… $_________

____ @ $28.00 ea ….$_________

ü Corvette Museum

_____ @ $10.00 ea … $_________

ü Saturday Dinner Banquet (Taste Of Kentucky)

_____ @ $42.00 ea … $_________

Total Amount Enclosed … $________
ü Make Checks Payable To The Association Of The Century
ü Return This Registration Form And Your Check To:
Linda Bruin
104 Bradbury Lane
Georgetown, Kentucky 40324

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS 18 AUGUST 2022

Volume 37, No. 2

VISIT US ONLINE: www.the-century.org

Summer 2022

PERPETUATING THE EXCELLENCE OF THE 100TH DIVISION

Page |8

AOC WEBSITE Redesign Now Underway
Your AOC Board has taken significant steps to redesign our website. We intend to launch our new web site on
or about 27 June. Features included in our redesign will be:
• New state-of-the art look and feel to all features
• A password protected “Members Only” area where you can quickly update you AOC contact
information
• A provision where “Members Only” can vote on polls and provide feedback to the board
• A seamless, easy-to-use PayPal interface for Supply Room purchases and AOC registrations
We have taken your feedback and collaborated with our new contractor to develop a website that makes
communicating with our members easy. We have placed special focus on eliminating the PayPal difficulties we
have experienced in the past. Check for our new website (the-century.org) launch later this month.
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McCoy, WI. He currently serves as the Commanding General of the 100th Training Division
(Leader Development).
Application packets for the Major General Benjamin J. Butler Scholarship Program are welcome
Brigadier General Hafley graduated from the Military Police Officer Basic and Advance courses,
this year.
TheServices
deadlineStaff
for applying
is 15Command
June 2022.
the first
time
the AOC will be
the for
Combined
Arms
School, the
andFor
General
Staff
Officers
accepting
packets
via
email
instead
of
mailed
paper
packets.
Nomination
Application
Form and
Intermediate Learning Education Course, The United States Army War College, and several
required
documentation
will
be
scanned
into
one
file
and
emailed
to
other military courses. His awards include the Bronze Star Medal, five Meritorious Service
Medals,
the Army CommendationContact
Medal,CW5
and two
Achievement
Medals,
amongst
diamond.janie@gmail.com.
JanieArmy
Diamond
if you need
help with
this. others.
Email or
phone 502-432-6298. Packets need to be emailed prior to midnight 15 June 2022.
Brigadier General Hafley is a former police officer, Assistant District Attorney, and is currently
the owner and controlling member of The Law Office of John C. Hafley, PLLC located in
Conroe, TX. Brigadier General Hafley and his wife have two children.
Please keep in mind, and let your eligible dependents know, that these packets are all the
scholarship committee sees when evaluating eligibility and designating a score for awarding the
scholarships. Academic grades count in the overall picture but the letter from the candidate
and letters of recommendation are also especially important. Spending time to put together a
quality packet will help in the overall selection process. For more information on the program,
including packet requirements, visit the AOC website at https://www.thecentury.org/scholarship.htm .
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APPLICATION FOR
MG BENJAMIN J. BUTLER “CENTURY DIVISION”
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
Required documentation that must accompany this application may be found on the
Association of the Century Website at http://www.the-century.org.
A cash award in the amount of $1,000 (minimum amount) will be paid directly to the
college of the winning student’s choice upon proof of enrollment. There is a lifetime
limit of two awards per student. The decision of the Scholarship Fund Committee and
the Community Foundation of Louisville in the selection of the recipient is final.
1. Name of Nominee:_____________________________________________________
Street Address:_________________________________________________________
City:____________________________State:_________________Zip:____________
Social Security (Last 4): ________________ Phone Number: ___________________
Email: _______________________________________________________________
College of Choice:______________________________________________________
Previous Award of this Scholarship? Yes_____ No_____ Year: _______
2. High School Attended:_________________________________________________
City:___________________________ State:___________
Graduation Date: ________________
College Attended (if applicable): _________________________________________
City:___________________________ State: ____________
Semester(s): ____________________
3. Nominated By:________________________________________________________
Please list current or Former 100th Division Unit(s) and dates of service:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Street Address:_________________________________________________________
City:___________________________State:_________________Zip:_____________
Phone Number: __________________Email: ________________________________
Relationship to Nominee: __________________________________
4. Signature of Nominating Person:_________________________________________
Date Signed:_____________________________
Nomination Application and required documentation will be scanned into one file
and emailed to diamond.janie@gmail.com. Contact CW5 Janie Diamond if you
need help with this. Email or phone 502-432-6298. Packets need to be emailed
prior to midnight 15 June each year.

Revised 13 February 2022
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The Association of the Century thanks The Mint Gaming Hall
for becoming our partner as a generous sponsor for our 41st
Annual Meeting in 2022 at Holiday Inn University Plaza in
Bowling Green.
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NOTES
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